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Introduction 


This paper is the third in a series that follows the technology developed by the USDA Forest 
Service for integrated pest management (IPM) of the gypsy moth. The first paper covered the 
Maryland Integrated Pest Management Gypsy Moth Project (Reardon et al. 1993), and the second 
covered the Appalachian Integrated Pest Management Gypsy Moth Project (Reardon 1991, 

1996). 


The National Center of Forest Health Management, created by the USDA Forest Service in 
Morgantown, West Virginia, in 1993, took up methods improvement and other studies for the gypsy 
moth where the Appalachian IPM Project left off. As these projects were completed, the work of 
the Center focused on environmentally acceptable use of bioinsecticides and biocontrols for 
managing pest species, and the impacts of pest management methods on forest ecosystems. 


This paper focuses on integrated pest management technology developed during 1993-1995 at the 
National Center of Forest Health Management. It includes a bibliography of publications that reflect 
the work of the Center during this time. A subject index is provided. 


Background 


The USDA Forest Service began a pilot study of the feasibility of using an IPM approach to 
manage low-level gypsy moth populations in three counties in Maryland in 1983. This 5-year 
project was successful in reducing low-level gypsy moth populations, but additional environmentally 
compatible technologies and biopesticides were needed, as well as demonstration of the IPM 
concept over a mountainous area (Reardon et al. 1993). 


In late July 1987 the Forest Service created the Appalachian Integrated Pest Management Gypsy 
Moth Project (AIPM Project). This 5-year project encompassed 20 counties in West Virginia and 
18 counties in Virginia (Reardon 1991). The AIPM Project provided (1) technology for managing 
low-density gypsy moth infestations; (2) numerous publications documenting the technology and 
methods developed; (3) technologies and methods used during operational suppression and 
eradication programs, as well as the Slow-the-Spread Pilot Project; and (4) a transition to 
technology development with national scope through the National Center of Forest Health 


Management (Reardon 1996). 











National Center of Forest Health Management 


Program of Work 


The USDA Forest Service created the National Center of Forest Health Management in 1993, 
in Morgantown, West Virginia. The Center was assigned to the Northeastern Area State and 
Private Forestry, a unit of the Forest Service headquartered in Radnor, Pennsylvania, with a 
program of work addressing issues of national importance approved by the Forest Service’s 
Washington Office. A Board of Directors composed of university, State agency, other Federal 
agency, and private representatives provided overall review and recommendations of the 
program of work. 


During its initial year, the Center completed gypsy moth IPM methods improvement, pilot 
studies, and data analyses begun by the AIPM Project. In 1994, the focus of study expanded 
to include pests affecting the health of the nation’s forests including the gypsy moth. Highest 
priority was placed on difficult problems of national importance that others had not or had only 
partially addressed. 


Concept 


The concept for the National Center grew from the recognition that the development of 
technologies to protect forest health needed to be accelerated and that they had to be 
environmentally acceptable and compatible with ecosystem management, stewardship and 
urban forestry goals. A national group — the Forest Service’s Methods Application Group in 
Fort Collins, Colorado — already existed for developing aerial survey technology, pest model 
development and impact assessment. Therefore, the National Center, in close cooperation with 
Forest Service Research units and the Methods Application Group, took a leading role in 
stimulating the development and use of environmentally acceptable methods in IPM programs 
through work on biopesticides, biological controls, and determining the impacts of pest 
management on forest ecosystems. 


Culmination 


The Center was in existence for about 2 years when, in May 1995, it joined with the Methods 
Application Group to form the Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team, with offices in 
Morgantown, West Virginia, and Fort Collins, Colorado. The Forest Service’s Pesticide 
Management Group located in Davis, California, became part of the team. The Board of 
Directors was maintained as a Steering Committee and the scope of work expanded to include 
development of application technology with interaction with the Methods Equipment 
Development Center in Fort Missoula, Montana. 
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Pesticide Precautionary Statement 


This publication reports on the use of pesticides. It does not contain 
recommendations for pesticide use, nor does it imply that the uses 
discussed here have been registered. All uses of pesticides must be 
registered by appropriate State and Federal agencies before they can 
be recommended. 


CAUTION: Pesticides can be injurious to humans, domestic 
animals, desirable plants, and fish or other wildlife if not handled or 
applied properly. Use all pesticides selectively and carefully. Follow 
recommended practices given on the label for use and disposal of 
pesticides and pesticide containers. 


The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this publication is for 
the benefit of the reader. Such use does not constitute an 
endorsement or approval of any service or product by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to the exclusion of others that may be 
suitable. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status. 

(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communications of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA 
Office of Communications at 202-720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250, or call 
1-800-245-6340 (voice), or 202-720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 
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